TO THE
Royal Society.

4T will not become me, to adde any
Attributes to a Title,which bas a
Fylne[s of Lufire. from bis Ma-
jefties Denomination.
' S T thefe Rude Collections,which
are onely the Gleanings of my private divverfions
in broken howrs:, it.may appear , that many
Minds and Hands are in many places induftri-
%tﬂ?y employed , under Your Countenance and by
our Example , inthe pur[uit of thofe Excellent
Eiids , which belong to Your Heroical ‘Under-
takings.
Some of thefe are but the Intimations of large

Compiléments,” And fome Eminent Members of

Your ,So_cxety, bavve obliged the Learned World
with" Incomparable Nolumes , which are nos
berein mention'd , becanfe they were finifbt , and
12 great ‘Reputarion abroad , before I entred upon
this Taske.  And no [mall N ymber are at
prefent engaged for thofe weighty Trodyflizr_z;;
whic
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Epiftle Dedicatory.

which require both Time and Affiftance., for
their due Maturity.  So that noman can from
thefe Glimpfes of Light take any juft Meafure
of Your Performances, or of Yowr Profecuti-
0117 ; but every man m@{perbz;)py receive fome be.
nefic from théfe Parcels, which I gueffed to be
[omewhat conformable ro Your Defign.
 ThisismySolicitude , That, as I ought not to
be unfaithful to thofe Counfels you have com.
mitted tomy Truft , [0 alfo that I may not alroge.
ther wafle any minutes of the leafure you afford
me. And thus have Imade the beft ufe of fome of
them, that I could devife ; To [pread abroad En.
couragements , Inquiries , Direttions, and Pat-
terns, that may avimate, and draw on Ulniver-
{al Alsiftances.

7 be Great God profper You in the N oble
Engagementof Difperfing the true Luftre of bis
Glorsons Works , and the Happy Inventions of
obliging Men all-over the World , tothe General
Benefir of «Mankind : So wifbes with real
Affettions

Your humble and obedient Servant

HENRY OLDENBURG.



